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Nicolaus Copernicus’ maternal lineage

Nicolaus Copernicus the Elder, oil 
painting brought in 1614 by Jan Brosciusz 
from Toruń and placed in the Jagiellonian 
Library; the great astronomer’s father has 
typical Slavic facial features and is dressed 
in a rich 15th-century bourgeois attire; 
family crests are depicted in corners of 
the painting

Lucas Watzenrode (1447–1512), bishop of 
Warmia since 1489, brother of Copernicus’ 
mother and his guardian after his father’s 
death; had an immense influence on the 
astronomer’s life, leading his education and 
professional career; the original painting 
was taken away by Swedes at the beginning 
of the Northern War, and then lost

House of Nicolaus Copernicus in Toruń 
at Kopernika Street 15/17; house no 15 was 
owned by Nicolaus Copernicus’ parents in 
the years 1464–1480, at present Museum
-House of Nicolaus Copernicus

Aleksander Lesser, The death of Nicolaus Copernicus, ca. 1873; 
created for 400th birthday of Nicolaus Copernicus

 Old Town in Toruń, contemporary view from the left bank of the Vistula River

Teofil Mielcarzewicz, Adam Piliński, The house of Nicolaus 
Copernicus in Toruń — Napoleon’s visit in 1807, 19th century; 
the drawing depicts Napoleon in the courtyard of the house 
standing on the corner of Starotoruńska and Piekary streets 
(present address: Kopernika Street 40) at the well known as 
“Copernicus’ well”, which was built in the 18th century at the 
initiative of Toruń councillor Samuel Luter Geret

Nicolaus Copernicus’ horoscope
drawn up around 1541 by a 
German astrologist; discovered 
by one of  C opernicus’ 
biographers, Ludwik Antoni 
Birkenmajer. Copernicus was 
born at 4:38 PM on the first 
day of the Pisces. According 
to astrologists, Pisceans have
an unfailing intuition and
enormous creative imagination. 
However, the earlier Aquarius 
could also have its influence 
here: dislike of popular 
patterns ,  future-or iented 
thinking, personality of a 
visionary and an inventor

Houses nos. 36 and 37 at the Old 
Town Market Square; house no 36 was 
purchased by Nicolaus Copernicus’ 
father in 1468 and the future astronomer 
could have been born here

House at Kopernika Street 40, believed until 
1881 to be Copernicus’ birthplace; the house 
was visited in June 181 by Napoleon Bonaparte, 
and in 1825 by a young Frédéric Chopin

13th-century baptismal font 
from the Basilica of St John 
the Baptist and St John the 
Evangelist in Toruń, at which 
Nicolaus Copernicus was 
baptised in 1473

  opernicus’ father, Nicolaus Copernicus Senior (died in 1483) was a copper 
merchant in Kraków. Around 1456 he moved to Toruń where he made his 
fortune and became city councillor. The Copernicus (Kopernik) family
originated from Koperniki village (German Köppernig) located near the 
Nysa in the Lower Silesia. Nicolaus Copernicus’ mother was Barbara 
Watzenrode, the youngest daughter of a wealthy Toruń patrician and city 
councillor, who also came from Silesia – a village Pszenno (Weizenrode 
or Weizenrodau) near Świdnica, just 70 kilometres away from Koperniki. The 
first mention of the Watzenrode family in Toruń comes from the year 1371.
 The wealthy Copernicus family owned tenement houses in Toruń. Nicolaus, 
called Nicolaus Junior, the youngest of four Copernicus children, was born 
in one of them, located at St. Ann Street (today Kopernika Street). He was 
baptized in the nearby Cathedral of St John the Baptist and St John the 
Evangelist.
 Neither Nicolaus Copernicus Senior nor Junior paid much attention 
to the spelling of their name. In Toruń the father’s name was spelled “Niclas 
Koppernigk”,  the son signed himself as “Nicolaus Nicolai de Torunia”,
and also “Nicolaus Kopperlingk de Thorn”, later as “Nicolaus Copernik” 
or “Copernic”, after that “Coppernicus”. With time he started using the Latin
form with one ‘p’, namely “Copernicus”. This is the name (in the genitive) one 
can see on the front page of the work of his life, that is Nicolai Copernici 
Torinensis, De revolutionibus orbium coelestium.
 Nicolaus Copernicus died on 24 May 1543 in Frombork (Frauenburg) and 
was buried in the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption and St Andrew 
the Apostle.
 In his letter to Joachim Rheticus dated 26 July 1543, Tiedemann Giese wrote: 
“He died of a stroke that affected his right side of the body with paralysis on the 
24th of May [...], and only on the day of his death, with his last breath, did he see 
the whole of his work”.


