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The mission of the Joint Research 
Centre is to provide Scientific and 
technical support for the conception, 
development,  
implementation and monitoring of 
European Union policies.  

 

Serving society, stimulating innovation, supporting legislation  

 

The JRC 
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Unit A.4 has the mandate to protect 

and manage the IP assets of the EU Institutions 

We provide wide support to Commission services 

e.g. Policy advise, IP legal advice, technology transfer,  

advice on collaborative R&D, training 

Central IP Service Technology Transfer Sector 

What do we do in A.4 
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JRC - IP portfolio 

Trademarks 

 

~ 431 Trademarks files 

Copyright 

 

~ 60 registered 

software 

European Emblem 

 

Protection of the emblem 

610 litigation files 

Patents 

 

~ 872 patent files 

22 new patent proposals 

in 2010 

 

Spin-off Companies 

 

6 spin-off companies 
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Innovation? 

Marco GIORGINI 
Innovation and 
Technology Transfer 
Officer 



Innovation is the application of better solutions that meet new 

requirements, unarticulated needs, or existing market needs. This is 

accomplished through more effective products, processes, services, 

technologies, or ideas that are readily available to markets, governments 

and society. 

6 22 April 2014 

What is innovation?   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Product_%28business%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procedure_%28term%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Service_%28economics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technologies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Idea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Market
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society
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Guess which are the 3 Most Innovative 
Companies of 2013 according to..   
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What type of company do you 
expect?   
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Nope, these are not startups 

Google Inc. was  
founded in 1998 
 

Amazon Inc. 
was founded in 
1994 

Tencent Technology  
Co Ltd was founded 
in 1998 
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Why these are still innovative? 
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The theory behind  
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https://www.youtube.com/v/XvS9UhYqV5c
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Innovation 
Or Innovation 

? 
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So WHY 
should we 

bother with 
Innovation ? 
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• Addressing climate change 

• Curing disease 

• Better transportation 

• Faster and more efficient 
communication 

• Safer and more plentiful food 

• Supporting an ageing population 

• To the discovery of the depths of the 
ocean and the furthest reaches of 
space 
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Question 
Time 


