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FP7 rationale and policy context

Emphasis on competitiveness: Lisbon strategy

Barcelona target 3% of GDP for R&D

Sustainable development (Gothenburg) objectives

Ljubljana process - advancing the European 
Research Area

Enhanced international cooperation - Enlarged EU, 
more Associated Countries, ICPC participation

Renewed Social Agenda

FP7 overview
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FP7 Structure

‘Ideas’ Programme - ERC‘Ideas’ Programme - ERC

‘Capacities’ Programme‘Capacities’ Programme‘People’ Programme‘People’ Programme

‘Cooperation’ Programme‘Cooperation’ Programme

FP7 overview
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FP7 Structure

‘Cooperation’ Programme‘Cooperation’ Programme

1. Health

2. Food, 
Agriculture, 

Biotechnology

3. ICT

4. Nanosciencies, 
Nanotechnologies

5. Energy6. Environment

7. Transport

Theme 8: 
SSH

9. Space

10. Security

FP7 overview
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FP7 Structure

‘Ideas’ Programme – ERC
6 SSH panels

‘Ideas’ Programme – ERC
6 SSH panels

SH 1

Individuals, 
institutions 

and markets

SH 2

Institutions, 
values, beliefs 
and behaviour

SH 3

Environment 
and society

SH 4

The human 
mind and its 
complexity

SH 5

Cultures and 
cultural 

production

SH 6

The study of 
the human 

past

FP7 overview
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FP7 Structure

‘Capacities’ Programme‘Capacities’ Programme

Research infrastructures

Data banks, Observatories, 
Communication networks

FP7 overview
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SSH Programme – characteristics of policy relevant 
research

• Issues of interest for European policy making
• Highest academic quality
• Interdisciplinary, often comparative empirical 

research, incl. data collection
• Taking stock and building up research on the 

already existing knowledge with special focus on EU 
funded projects

SSH Programme in FP7
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EU research in SSH: Objectives

Knowing: Data, statistics, indicators
Explaining: Tools, definitions, methods
Understanding: Context, causes, mechanisms
Forward looking: Modelling, foresight, scenario
Recommending: From knowledge to policy

SSH Programme in FP7
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8. Socio-Economic Sciences 
and the Humanities 

8. Socio-Economic Sciences 
and the Humanities 

Growth, employment and competitiveness in a knowledge societyGrowth, employment and competitiveness in a knowledge society

Combining economic, social and environmental 
objectives in a European perspective

Combining economic, social and environmental 
objectives in a European perspective

Major trends in society and their implicationsMajor trends in society and their implications

Europe in the worldEurope in the world

The citizen in the European UnionThe citizen in the European Union

Socio-economic and scientific indicatorsSocio-economic and scientific indicators

Foresight activitiesForesight activities

SSH Structure
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Ageing society and public finances

The context of ageing:

• Increasing life expectancy, low fertility rates – rapid 
changes in age structure of the population

• Changes in age structure – changing activity structure –
higher proportion of pensioniers while many pension 
systems are already in deficit – further pressure on public 
finances

• Demography impacts on both public revenues and 
expenditures through many channels that are interlinked

Policy context:

• Europe 2020 Strategy - Innovation Union – European 
Innovation Partnership on Active and Healthy Ageing –
increasing the average healthy lifespan by 2 years by 2020

• EC Communications on demography and Demography 
Reports

• EU Green Paper on pensions, framework for public 
finance sustainability
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Ageing society and public finances

Research questions:
• How the ongoing population ageing has changed the 

structure of revenues and expenditures so far and 
how it has affected the sustainability of public 
finances?

• How the changing age structure of the society impacts 
on the distribution of income and wealth across 
generations, for both women and men, and how it 
affects public finances and social cohesion?

• What is the long-term impact of population ageing 
on the structure of budget revenues and expenditures as 
well as on the sustainability of public finances, 
taking into account different scenarios of labour market 
participation among older age groups.
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Ageing society and public finances

Research questions (cont.):
• What are the necessary reforms of the tax system 

(both the revenue and expenditure sides), public 
services and the social security system in order to 
enhance the long-term sustainability of public finances 
and, at the same time, ensure social cohesion and 
intergenerational fairness? What would be the broader 
social and economic implications of these reforms?
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Ageing related research

ASPA
Activating senior potential in ageing Europe

Paid labour and unpaid activities of older people
Ageing and volunteering – opportunities and limitations
Employers policies and practices on older workers
Public policies to promote active ageing

DEMHOW
Demographic ageing and housing wealth

Wealth structure of people in Europe – dominance of real 
estate

Potential contribution of housing wealth to pensions
Practices, opportunities and limitations of reverse 

mortgages in Europe
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Ageing related research

LEPAS
Long-run economic perspectives of an aging 

society

Investigating macroeconomic effects of ageing –
integrating a biologically founded process of individual 
ageing

Effects of ageing on health and productivity, assessment 
of how the feedback effects of ageing on investment and 
education affect long-run economic growth, 
competitiveness, and welfare

Impact of optimal retirement decisions on the 
contribution and employability of older workers and how 
this feeds back to issues of intergenerational solidarity
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Ageing related research

Multilinks
How demographic changes shape 

intergenerational solidarity, well-being, and 
social integration: A multilinks framework.

Intergenerational family relationships
Interdependencies between older and younger family 

members
Intergenerational regimes - legal and policy arrangements

MAGGIE
Major Ageing and Gender Issues in Europe

Quality of life of older people (health conditions, economic 
resources, family situation and social integration), incl. gender 
gaps

The role of national and EU policies in reducing gender gaps in 
quality of life
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Ageing related research

SHARELIFE
Employment and health at 50+: A life history 

approach to European welfare state interventions

Impact of welfare state interventions on well-being of older 
people through a life-course perspective

Interactions between health, work conditions and employment 
to identify links between health care and labour market policies

RECWOWE
Reconciling Work and Welfare in Europe

Labour market and social protection research
Investigating tensions characterising the relationships between 

work and welfare
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Ageing related research

SPReW
Generational approach to the Social Patterns of 

Relation to Work

Investigating factors, in the area of work, leading to 
solidarity or tensions in intergenerational relations

Consequencies of work relations on solidarity between 
generations, as well as relevance of specific work and 
employment policies



NOT LEGALLY BINDING

Ageing related research

2012 topic

Making longevity an asset for economic and 
social development
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Evaluation criteria

Three main criteria :

1. Scientific and/or Technological Excellence (S&T)
(relevant to the challenges / topics addressed by the 
call)

2. Quality and efficiency of the implementation and the 
management

3. Potential impact through the development, 
dissemination and use of project results

Evaluation Criteria 
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Evaluation criteria applicable to 
Collaborative project proposals (CP-IP; CP-FP; CP-FP-SICA)
S/T QUALITY

1. Scientific and/or 
technological excellence
(relevant  to the topics 
addressed by the call)

IMPLEMENTATION

2. Quality and efficiency of 
the implementation and the 
management

IMPACT

3. The potential impact through 
the development, dissemination 
and use of project results

• Soundness of concept, and 
quality of objectives 

• Progress beyond the 
state-of-the-art

• Quality and effectiveness of 
the S/T methodology and 
associated work plan

• Appropriate comparative 
perspective and the largest 
possible European (where 
applicable international) 
coverage in relation to the 
subject of research (though 
not necessarily simply by 
reason of a geographically 
diverse consortium)

• Appropriateness of the 
management structure and 
procedures

• Quality and relevant 
experience of the individual 
participants

• Quality of the consortium 
as a whole (including 
complementarity, balance) 

• Appropriateness of the 
allocation and justification 
of the resources to be 
committed (staff, 
equipment …)

• Contribution, at the European 
[and/or international] level, to 
the expected impacts listed in 
the work programme under 
the relevant topic/activity

• Appropriateness of measures 
for the dissemination 
and/or exploitation of 
project results, and 
management of intellectual 
property
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Main horizontal aspects in SSH 
(indicated in the Work Programme and in the 

Specific Cooperation Programme):

• Contribution to the ERA
• Policy-relevance 
• Potential for exploitation and dissemination
• Gender equality and dimension
• International cooperation
• Ethical aspects
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Contribution to the ERA

• Proposals should strengthen capability of SSH to 
contribute to the European Research Area (ERA) 
by:
– High potential support to ERA priorities
– Providing a sufficiently broad European and 

comparative perspective on the research topics being 
addressed and achieving co-operation within and 
between disciplines to the degree required by the 
issues being addressed
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• Concept and quality of objectives in proposals 
should provide policy-relevant recommendations for 
policy makers at European, national or regional level

• Actions for dissemination and exploitation of results 
should be well-defined in proposals
– Proposals should involve, as appropriate, users and 

stakeholders in implementation of the project, and 
develop clear dissemination strategies targeted at 
scientific audiences, policy-makers, other key actors and, 
where appropriate, the general public

Policy relevance and dissemination
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Evaluation of dissemination strategy

• Characteristics of good dissemination plan / 
strategy:
– Dissemination plan in which concrete communication 

/ dissemination activities and materials are identified 
– e.g. website, flyer, brochures, policy briefs, press 
releases, contacts with media

– Involvement, as appropriate, of users and 
stakeholders in implementation of the project

– Clear dissemination strategy targeted at scientific 
audience, policymakers, other key actors and, where 
appropriate, on general public

– Clear definition of management of dissemination 
actions (dissemination team or at least member 
responsible for communication and dissemination)
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Gender equality and dimension

Proposals should promote gender equality in
research by:
• aiming at equal participation of women and men in the 

project to the extent possible
• encouraging participation of young women
• addressing women’s and men’s needs equally
• contributing to enhanced understanding of gender issues
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International cooperation

• Enhanced International Cooperation is a key objective of FP7
– For example through specific international cooperation actions 

(SICAs), which are dedicated to third countries in specific topics of 
mutual interest, such as in call SSH-2012-2

• Participants from all International Co-operation Partner 
Countries (ICPC) are eligible to participate in all proposals 
under both SSH calls and can be financed by EC (the list of ICPC 
countries – Annex 1 of the Cooperation Work Programme 2012 -
General Annexes 
(http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/cooperation?call
Identifier=FP7-SSH-2012-1)

• Participants from high income third countries (non-ICPC, e.g. 
USA, Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand etc.) are eligible to 
participate but they should not receive any EC contribution 
“unless the contribution is essential for carrying out the 
projects” (“essential” means that equivalent competence or own 
funds are not available in other countries of partnership)

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/cooperation?callIdentifier=FP7-SSH-2012-1
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/cooperation?callIdentifier=FP7-SSH-2012-1
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Thank you for your attention!
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