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Why societal/policy impact? 
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The Biodiversa approach: involving stakeholders at every step of the research 
process

After Mauser et al., 2013
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Impact sub-criteria in step 1:

a) Expected contribution of the proposed research to society and/or

policy:

> Added value contribution for tackling societal and/or policy

challenges?

> Credible approach/ambition towards stakeholder and/or end-user

engagement to achieve the expected impact

b) Transnational added value: also from the perspective of society

and/or policy

Proposals will be evaluated on both scientific
excellence and impact on policy and management
issues.

üclear research questions with tractable and testable
hypotheses

ü clearly explain expected societal and policy impact as well
as planned stakeholder engagement

STAGE 2

Impact 
(5/5)

Novelty
(5/5)

Fit to 
the call 
(Yes/No)

Why societal/policy impact? 



Requirements for research proposals on policy 

relevance and engagement, i.e.

Ą Clarify why the proposal is relevant

Ą Indicate expected policy/societal impacts

Ą Detail activities and resources planned for SSI/SPI

Realize this can be difficult to do, and requires 

specific skills

Ą Increasing need for science-based assessments 

for decision-makers operating with unknown, 

uncertain or fuzzy parameters

Ą Requires minimal knowledge of decision-making 

processes, challenges and landscape

Our view: excellent science can be the basis for 

sound and effective decision making and 

implementation, but often this is insufficient for 

uptake

Ą Need for additional steps to facilitate uptake into 

society/policy

Ą Recognize uptake into society/policy can fail still, 

despite researchersô and stakeholders best efforts

www.biodiversa.eu/research-funding/guides-capacity-building/
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Focus on developing policy relevance and effective 
science-policy interfacing in your proposals

Biodiversa guide on policy relevance and effective science-policy interfacing in 
research proposals (draft update in sept. 2023)



Lemaitre F., Bridgewater P., Eggermont H., Gardner S., Hueso K., 
Pereira Martins I., Thornton A. & Le Roux X. (2018). BiodivERsA 
guide on policy relevance of research and on effective 
science/policy interfacing in research proposals. BiodivERsA 
report, 80 pp.

Built around the 4 S.I.E.V. elements

BiodivERsA Guide on policy relevance of research
Draft update Sept. 2023


