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The biodiversity crisis



● Biodiversity change has complex spatial scaling 

patterns and temporal dynamics

● Biodiversity monitoring data is still very sparse 

in time and space and covers only some taxa

● Limited use of models and scenarios in 

biodiversity trend analysis and policy support

The challenge



The Europa BON project



The EuropaBON Network

https://europabon.org/



Benefits of membership



Stakeholder 
participation

Wide participation of 

countries across Europe

10 EC Services participated 

in one or more of the 

stakeholder events



Ch2. Current 
biodiversity 
monitoring efforts 

Majority of 

biodiversity 

monitoring informs on 

Habitats and Birds 

Directive

There is little cross-

sector use of 

biodiversity data 

monitoring e.g., for 

climate & agriculture 

policies



Ch3. Challenges & 
roadblocks in biodiversity 
monitoring



Solutions expected from EuropaBON



The Essential Biodiversity 
Variables approach

Fernández...Pereira (in review)



Identifying Essential 
Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services 
Variables

Majority of highly-

ranked EBVs are not 

sufficiently monitored 

across Europe by 

member states or EU 

agencies.



Next steps

Upcoming EuropaBON workshops

• Showcase mini-workshops: Fall 2022

• Annual stakeholder conference + policy expert meeting: fall 2022

• Co-design of a European BON: late 2022

Upcoming presentations at international conferences: 

Continue integrating stakeholders in EuropaBON co-design:

• Ongoing efforts to expand member database

• Surveys/interviews on cost-effectiveness of monitoring systems: May 2022

• Members contacted to co-design various aspects, participate in events, provide feedback, etc.

Continue close collaboration with EC, Biodiversa+, The Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity (KCBD), JRC, EEA and more ...



Next steps

Co-design Biodiversity Monitoring Coordination Center Terms of Reference 

(A new legal biodiversity governance framework)

• Exploring existing models of international coordination

• Present and discuss initial ideas in fall 2022 at EuropaBON annual conference

… Become a EuropaBON member – ~700 members and growing: https://europabon.org/register/

… Read the report: https://preprints.arphahub.com/article/84517/

https://europabon.org/register/
https://preprints.arphahub.com/article/84517/

